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THE  WORLD 
WE  LIVE  IN 

Here  we  are,  all  3.97  billion  of  us— com¬ 
partmentalized  into  151  independent  na¬ 
tions,  with  a  new  one,  a  Palestinian  state, 
struggling  to  be  born. 

How  should  those  of  us  labeled  **Ameri- 
cans**  relate  to  brothers  and  sisters  who  were 
bom  in  or  migrated  to  other  geographic 
compartments?  ‘‘Foreign  policy”  is  what 
weVe  always  called  it  and  some  nationalities 
were  considered  more  foreign  than  others. 
But  now  Congress  is  beginning  to  speak  in  a 
less  pejorative  way  of  ‘‘international  rela¬ 


tions.”  Debate  on  these  relations 
hopefully  will  spread  across  the 
nation.  Some  issues  that  might  be 
discussed: 

What  is  the  function  of  the  Nation 
State?  Officials  speak  of  ‘‘national 
security”  and  ‘‘national  interest.” 
What  do  these  concepts  mean  in  an 
increasingly  interdependent  world? 
Is  natiomd  security  the  same  as 
human  security?  Is  national  interest 
distinguishable  from  world  interest 
in  an  era  of  multinational  corpora¬ 
tions  and  shrinking  resources? 

Who  is  Friend ?  Who  is  Foe?  ‘The 
cornerstone  of  world  stability  and 
progress,”  says  Secretary  of  State 
Kissinger,  is  ‘‘America’s  alliances— 
particularly  with  the  industrial  de¬ 
mocracies  of  Western  Europe, 
Canada,  and  Japan  ....  We  share 
common  conceptions  of  the  dignity 
of  man  ...” 

Query:  Are  ‘‘stability”  and  “pro¬ 
gress”  what  people  want?  Does 
progress  involve  a  more  equitable 
distribution  of  the  world’s  resour¬ 
ces?  Does  “stability”  allow  for 
change?  If  concern  for  human  dig¬ 
nity  dominates  the  thinking  of  the 
industrial  w<Hrld,  why  does  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  exclude  thedevdoping 
nations  from  his  call  for  joint  action 
on  a  “whole  spectrum  of  challeng¬ 


es”?  Why  does  he  dismiss  such 
nations  with  the  phrasing,  “their 
genuine  nonalignment  and  interde¬ 
pendence  remain  an  American  in¬ 
terest”?  Nonalignment  from  what? 
Interd^endence  with  whom? 

Is  maintaining  a  ^'balance  of 
power'*  with  the  Soviet  ’  Union  a 
worthwhile  pursuit?  A  balance  of 
power,  or  more  qiecifically,  a  bal¬ 
ance  of  ability  to  kill  people,  is 
supposed  to  promote  stability.  Is 
such  a  balance  attainable?  What  does 
the  attempt  at  balance  mean  in  light 
of  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger’s 
warning:  “Never  before  in  history 
have  the  elements  of  national  mili¬ 
tary  power  been  ...  so  dangerous— 
and  so  ill-suited  to  political  objec¬ 
tives.” 

Do  large  military  budgets  and 
military  aid  programs  conflict  with 
U.S.  commitments  under  the  UN 
charter?  “The  parties  to  any  dis¬ 
pute,”  reads  Article  33,  “shall,  first 
of  all,  seek  a  solution  by  n^otiation, 
enquiry,  mediation,  concilktion,  ar¬ 
bitration,  judicial  settlement ...  or 
other  peaceful  means ...” 

Are  new  multinational  institu¬ 
tions  needed  to  facilitate  political 
and  economic  relations?  If  so,  what 
kind?  Former  Senator  J.W.  Ful- 
bright  recently  called  for  a  “funda¬ 


mental  change  in  the  way  nations 
conduct  their  relations  with  each 
other.”  He  urged  greater  reliance  on 
the  United  Nations. 

MILITARY  ROUNDUP 

•  On  May  20,  after  three  days  of 
debate,  the  House  by  a  vote  of  322 
to  64  passed  H.R.6674,  which 
would  ^  troop  levels  at  the 
figure  requested  by  the  Administra¬ 
tion  —  2.1  million  —  and  authorize 
$9.7  billion  for  military  research  and 
development  for  FY76  and  $16.9 
billion  tor  procurement  of  sh4>s, 
planes  and  missiles.  During  floor 
debate  Representatives  overwhdm- 
ingly  endorsed  a  proposal  to  allow 
womoi  to -attend  military  acadmies 
(303-96),  while  rejecting  Rep.  Hel¬ 
iums’  (Cal.)  amendment  to  reduce 
overseas  forces  by  70,000  (95-311), 
and  Rep.  Aspin’s  (Wis.)  attempt  to 
hold  the  increase  in  funding  to  18% 
above  FY75  (183-216).  Another 
Aspin  amendment  to  eliminate  long 
lead  time  items  for  the  B-1  bomber 
was  defeated,  164-227.  The  Senate 
version,  S.920,  is  scheduled  to  have 
two  days  of  debate  on  the  “assump¬ 
tions  that  underlie  American  foreign 
and  defense  policies”  before  discus¬ 
sion  of  amendments. 

The  major  reason  for  the  over- 
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PROGRESS  BUT  NO  SOLUTION  ON  LAW  OF  THE  SEA 


The  Geneva  Law  of  the  Sea  Conference  adjourned 
May  9  without  an  agreed  treaty.  But  a  follow-up  session 
is  scheduled  for  New  York  on  March  29,  1976.  The 
stakes  are  still  momentous.  Will  there  be  international 
conflict  (NT  cooperation  over  the  ownership  of  trillions  of 
dollars  worth  of  oil,  copper,  nickel,  and  an  $18  billion 
fish  catch,  as  wdl  as  ocean  pollution  and  navigation? 

Substantial  progress  was  made  at  Geneva  toward 
agreetnoit  on  a  12-mile  territorial  sea,  freedom  of 
navigation  beyond  12  miles  and  through  present 
international  straits,  ownership  of  seabed  oil  out  to  200 
miles,  management  of  coastal  and  anadromous  species  of 
fish  and  international  standards  to  prevent  pollution. 
Most  heartening  was  the  emergence  of  broad  support  for 


ways  to  reach  binding  decisions  on  ocean  disputes.  This 
led  to  a  single  negotiating  text  which  will  be  a  useful 
procedural  device  for  the  next  session. 

Despite  this  progress,  the  failure  of  the  Geneva  session 
to  agree  on  definite  treaty  articles  means  that  the 
Conference  failed  to  meet  the  UN  sdiedule  for  a  treaty 
by  the  end  of  1975.  This  already  has  strengthened  those 
in  Washington  who  want  no  treaty  or  who  urge 
immediate  U.S.  unilateral  action  to  mine  the  deep 
seabed.  They  will  push  the  Seabed  Minerals  Bill,  S.713 
(Metcalf,  Mont.)  and  H.R.  1270  (Downing,  Va.). 

At  the  Geneva  session  the  Ocean  Education  Project 
(Miriam  Levering),  with  United  Methodist  Women’s 
help,  published  Neptune,  a  well  received  weekly 
newspaper  for  delegates  and  others. 


POSTWAR  CHAUVINISM 

The  President  and  most  members 
of  Congress  are  scurrying  to  demon¬ 
strate  tou^mess  in  this  postwar 
period. 

Swimming  upstream,  David 
Stkkney  testified  for  FCNL  and  the 
American  Friends  Service  Ck>mmit- 
tee  (AFSC)  May  12  before  the 
Senate  Foreign  Rdations  Commit¬ 
tee.  He  called  for  a  U.S.  contribution 
of  food  and  medicine  through  inter¬ 
national  channels  to  South  Vietnam 
and  Cambodia,  and  an  end  to  new 
r^ulations  which  apply  restrictions 
of  the  Trading  with  the  Enemy  Act 
to  those  countries,  saying,  **If  the 
wcndd  is  to  move  away  from  war  and 
aggression,  nations  must  set  new 
standards  of  civility,  magnanimity, 
and  compassion.  We  covet  for  our 
nation  this  kind  of  spirit  and  leader- 
sh^.** 

Unfortunately ,  that  afternoon  the 
Foreign  Relations  Committee  re¬ 
jected  a  proposal  by  Sen.  Dick  Clark, 
la.,  for  such  humanitarian  aid,  al¬ 
though  the  Committee  in  preceding 
weeks  had  twice  approved  it. 

The  Mayaguez  affair  found  most 
Members  i^plauding  the  military 
effort  to  release  the  ship  and  39  crew 
monbers.  Latest  U.S.  casualties  are 
38  kiUed  (including  23  in  a  related 
Thailand  helicopter  crash),  3  miss¬ 
ing,  50  wounded.  Cambodian  casu¬ 
alties  are  unknown. 

Lesser  known  casualties  were  the 
Ckee-Church  and  similar  amend¬ 
ments  prohibiting  U.S.  combat  ac¬ 
tivities  in  or  over  or  off  the  shores  of 
Cambodia.  They  were  largely  nul¬ 
lified  by  Presidential  action,  without 
a  peep  firom  the  sponsors  or  Con¬ 
gress.  Even  granting  a  constitutional 


exception  to  rescue  American  citi¬ 
zens,  no  objection  was  raised  to 
punitive  strikes  on  the  mainland  at 
warehouses,  railroad  marshalling 
yards,  oil  refineries,  oil  storage  facili¬ 
ties,  and  a  naval  barracks. 

END  THE  DRAFT 

‘  Oppoation  to  the  military  draft  is 
still  a  live  issue  on  Capitol  Hill. 
Although  Presidential  authority  to 
induct  young  men  expired  in  1973, 
the  entire  Selective  Service  System 
(SSS)  remains  intact  The  Adminis¬ 
tration  requested  $41.9  million  to 
fund  it  for  FY76  (plus  $6  million  to 
cover  the  alternative  service  aspects 
of  the  clemency  program). 

Legislation  to  abolish  SSS  has 
been  introduced  in  the  Senate  by 
William  Proxmire,  Wis.,  and  Alan 
Cranston,  Cal.  (S.i628),  and  in  the 
House  by  Robert  Drinan,  Mass.,  and 
28  co-sponsors  (H.R.  6761,  7225, 
7226,  7424),  WUUam  Broomfield, 
Mich.  (H.R.6693),  and  Bella  Abzug, 
N. Y.  (H.Res.29).  Drinan ’s  bills  trans¬ 
fer  clemency  aspects  of  SSS  to  the 
Department  of  Justice.  Charles  Wil¬ 
son,  Tex.,  is  alone  in  proposing  to 
reinstitute  inductions  between  July 
1,  1975,  and  June  30,  1977 
(H.R.2552). 


NEW  FOOD  FOR  PEACE 
LEGISLATION 

Major  bills  for  the  revision  of  the 
Food  for  Peace  program  (Public  Law 
480)  were  introduced  by  S«i8.  Hubert 
Humphrey,  Minn.  (S.1654),  and  Mark 
Hatfield,  Ore.  (S.1668),  May  6.  Sen. 
Dick  Clark,  la.,  is  expect^  to  in¬ 
troduce  his  P.L.480  reform  bBl  soon. 
Write  to  FCNL  for  "Comparison  of 
Humphrey-HatfMd-Clark  Proposals. " 
It  supplements  FCNL’s  April  Lcqgkda- 
tivc  Memo  (G-10/12/75)  on  pending 
food  bills. 


Since  draft  abolition  bills  are 
pigeonholed  in  the  Armed  Services 
Committee,  Rep.  Drinan  has  in¬ 
dicated  an  attempt  will  be  made  to 
cut  the  Agency’s  funds  when  the 
appropriation  bill  reaches  the  House 
floor  late  in  June. 

^  Now  is  a  good  time  to  urge  your 
Representative  and  Senators  to  cut 
funds  for  Selective  Service. 

AMNESTY 

The  House  Judiciary  Subcommit¬ 
tee,  headed  by  Rep.  Bob  Kasten- 
meier,  Wis.,  held  three  days  of 
hearings  on  amnesty  and  the  Ford 
clemency  program  in  April.  Testi¬ 
mony  indicated  the  Ford  clemency 
program  has  reached  only  a  smafi 
firaction  of  resisters.  The  25,851 
persons  affected  by  actions  of  the 
Qemency  Board  and  Defense  and 
Justice  Departments  constitute  less 
than  21%  of  the  124,515  estimated 
eligible  persons.  If  all  non-r^istrants 
were  included,  possibly  several 
hundred  thousand,  this  percentage 
would  be  far  lower. 

With  the  inadequacies  of  the  Ford 
program  now  apparent,  the  Indo¬ 
china  war  over,  and  Vietnam  re¬ 
fugees  being  welcomed,  pressures  are 
increasii^  tar  a  far-readiing  amnesty 
bill.  The  Kastenmeier  subcommittee 
is  drafting  a  proposal.  Amnesty  bills 
already  have  been  introduced  by 
Bella  Abzug  and  7  co-sponsors 
(H.R.2568),  Ron  Dellums,  Cal. 
(H.R.353),  and  Sen.  Philip  Hart, 
Mich.,  McGovern,  S.D.,  Nelson,  Wis., 
Gravel,  Alaska,  and  Hatfield,  Ore. 
(S.1145).  The  Nelson  and  Javits, 
N.Y.,  bill  (S.1290)  would  reorganize 
and  extend  the  present  clemency 
program. 
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CRIMINAL  JUSTICE  ACTION;  REFORM  OR  REPRESSION? 


There  is  little  unity  to  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Congressional  action  on 
criminal  justice.  Several  measures  of 
reform  have  been  introduced,  and 
one  seems  likely  to  pass.  But  a 
comprehensive  reform  of  federal 
criminal  laws  which  poses  a  major 
threat  to  civil  liberties  makes  steady 
headway  in  the  Senate.  And  Con¬ 
gress  has  yet  to  act  on  the  largest 
budget  request  ever  for  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Prisons. 

FIRST  STEPS  TOWARD 
PRISON  REFORM 

•  Parole  Reorganization  Act, 

H.R.5727/S.1109:  Both  H.R. 

5727  (Kastenmeier,  Wis.),  passed  by 
the  1^11  House  May  21,  1975, 
260-137,  and  S.1109  (Burdick, 
N.D.),  reported  out  of  a  Senate 
J  ud  iciary  subcommittee,  would 
establish  a  newly  independent  Fed¬ 
eral  Parole  Commission  and  in¬ 
troduce  new  measures  of  due  process 
to  paroie  proceedings.  However, 
H.R. 5727  goes  further  than  S.1109 
in  defining  clearly  the  system  of 
parole  and  reforming  procedures 
often  found  to  be  arbitrary  and 
secret. 

Other  criminal  justice  reform 
measures  have  yet  to  receive  serious 
consideration  by  Congress.  No  hear¬ 
ings  have  yet  been  called  for  any  of 
the  following  bills: 

•  I^evention  and  Control  of  Rape, 
H.R. 162  (Abzug,  N.Y.)  and 
H.R.2303  (Burke,  Cal.):  Both  bills 
establish  a  National  Center  which 
would  investigate  causes  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  rape,  introduce  model  rape 
control  legislation,  and  provide  tech¬ 
nical  assistance  to  states  and  locali¬ 
ties  for  rape  control  and  treatment 
programs. 

•  '^ctims  of  Crime,  H.R.287  (Car¬ 
ney,  Ohio),  H.R.598  (Lehman,  Fla.), 
H.R.2748  (Stanton,  Ohio),  and 
S.1399  (Mansfield,  Mont.):  Provide 
for  the  compensation  of  persons 
injured  by  criminal  acts. 

•  Federal  Correctional  Ombuds¬ 
men,  H.R.2325,  (Metcalfe,  Ill.,  and 
Kastenmeier,  Wis.):  Establish  an  of¬ 
fice  of  federal  correctional  ombuds¬ 
men  to  investigate  conditions  in 
federal  correctional  institutions. 

•  Death  Penalty,  H.R. 1602 
(Drinan,  Mass.):  Abolishes  the  death 
penalty  for  all  laws  of  the  U.S. 

•  Redress  for  Inmates*  Rights, 
H.R.2323  (Kastenmeier,  Wis.):  Al¬ 
lows  inmates  in  state  or  local  prisons 


or  jails  to  seek  redress  for  violation 
of  any  Constitutional  rights. 

•  Offender  Rehabilitation  Fund, 
H.R. 2324  (Kastenmeier):  Estab¬ 
lishes  a  revolving  fund  of  loans  for 
ex-inmates. 

•  Ex-Offenders*  Voting  Rights, 
H.R.2386  (Kastenmeier),  S.1534 
(Percy,  Ill.):  Protects  the  right  of 
former  criminal  offenders  to  vote  in 
federal  elections. 

•  Offender  Employment  and  Train¬ 
ing  Act,  H.R.6783  (Railsback,  Ill.) 
and  S.1533  (Percy,  Dl.):  Sets  up 
fund  to  aid  enterprises  which  em¬ 
ploy  and  train  offenders. 

•  Omnibus  Penal  Reform  Act, 
H.R.2803  (Dellums,  Cal.):  Estab¬ 
lishes  minimum  standards  for  prison 
and  parole.  H.R.2803  would  limit 
maximum  periods  of  solitary  con¬ 
finement,  bar  most  use  of  force  by 
guards,  assure  inmates*  rights  to  mail 
and  personal  possessions,  and  pro¬ 
vide  minimum  wage  for  prison  labor. 
The  bill  also  would  guarantee  in¬ 
mates*  ri^ts  to  oi^anize  and  to  form 
unions  and  entitle  all  “trustworthy** 
prisoners  to  12  days  furlough  per 
year.  The  Prisoners*  Rights  Act, 
H.R.6688  and  6689  (BadUlo,  N.Y.), 
and  the  National  Correctional  Stan¬ 
dards  Act,  S.458  (Javits,  N.Y.),  also 
provide  rules  for  treatment  of  fed¬ 
eral  prisoners. 

If  any  of  the  above  measures  are 
to  move,  members  of  House  and 
Senate  Judiciary  Committees  must 
be  advised  of  citizen  support. 

THE  NEW  CRIMINAL  CODE 
HOW  FAR  CAN  IT  GO? 

With  little  fanfare,  one  of  the 
most  far-reaching  and  controversial 
legislative  measures  in  recent  years 
moves  ahead  in  Congress.  Four  years 
of  hearings  have  been  completed  and 
a  Senate  subcommittee  mark-up  will 
begin  soon  on  S.l  (Hruska,  Neb.,  and 
McClellan,  Ark.),  a  753-page  pro¬ 
posed  recodification  of  ^  federal 
criminal  laws.  The  House  will  begin 
consideration  soon  of  S.l  *s  counter¬ 
part,  H.R.3907  (Wiggins,  Cal.),  and  a 
rival  bill,  H.R. 333  (Kastenmeier, 
Wis.,  and  Edwards,  Cal.). 

S.1  is  an  amalgam  of  two  bills 
introduced  in  the  previous  Congress 
by  the  Justice  Department  under 
former  Attorney  General  John  Mit¬ 
chell  and  by  Sens.  McClellan  and 
Hruska.  The  bill  contains  many 


repressive  features  reminiscent  of 
Watergate  year  politics.  For  ex¬ 
ample: 

•  Witch-hunting:  McCarthy-era 
Smith  Act  is  revived  with  heavy 
penalties  for  “inciting**  action  which 
would  “facilitate**  revolutionary 
change. 

•  Wiretapping:  Reaffirms  right  of 
President  to  wiretap  cartain  domes¬ 
tic  activities  without  warrant. 

•  Secrecy  in  Government:  (the 
“Ellsberg**  clause):  Provides  heavy 
penalties  to  persons  involved  in 
obtaining  or  communicating  na¬ 
tional  defense  or  classified  informa¬ 
tion. 

•  "Leading”  a  riot:  Provides  prison 
and  fines  for  crossing  state  lines  to 
incite  a  riot.  A  “riot**  is  defined  as  an 
“assemblage  of  ten**  which  creates  a 
clear  and  present  danger  to  property 
or  persons. 

•  Demonstrations:  Includes  a  series 
of  vaguely  worded  infringements  on 
the  right  of  assembly. 

•  Hand  guns:  Rejects  effective 
national  control  of  such  weapons. 

•  Sentencing:  Reinstates  the  death 
penalty,  and  imposes  harsh,  retribu¬ 
tive  prison  sentences  and  fines  for 
many  crimes. 

Other  provisions  in  S.l  are  equally 
controversial. 

Write  for  FCNL  testimony  on  provisions 
for  sentencing  in  S.l ,  presented  by  Ralph 
Rudd,  chairman  of  FCNL’s  General  Com¬ 
mittee,  before  the  Senate  Judiciary  Sub- 
conunittee  on  Criminal  Laws  and  ftoced- 
uxes,  4/18/75  (T-2). 

Legislative  status:  S.l  is  backed 
by  an  influential  “bi-partisan**  group 
of  11  Senators  (Bayh,  Eastland, 
McClellan,  Mansfield,  Moss,  Fong, 
Griffin,  Hniska,  Scott,  Pa.,  Taft  and 
Tower).  The  bill  could  come  before 
the  Senate  for  debate  and  vote  in 
early  fall.  The  book-length  bill  is  so 
long  and  complex  that  careful  over¬ 
hauling  will  be  almost  impossible 
once  the  bill  leaves  committee. 
^Senators  on  the  Judiciary  Com¬ 
mittee  should  be  urged  to  study  S.1 
carefully  and,  barring  substantial 
changes,  to  vote  against  it.  Repre¬ 
sentatives  should  be  urged  to  focus 
attention  on  H.R.333,  based  on 
recommendations  of  a  criminal  law 
study  commission  headed  by  former 
California  Governor  Edmund 
Brown.  Full  hearings  on  H.R.333 
should  be  called  in  the  House  Judir 
ciary. 
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Continurd  from  Page  I 

whelming  defeat  of  amendments 
offered  in  the  House  was  Congres¬ 
sional  fear  of  appearing  weak  in  the 
aftermath  of  Vietnam.  Just  before 
debate  began  55  Democrats,  led  by 
Reps,  Aspin  and  Symington,  Mo., 
issued  a  foreign  policy  statement 
that  said  in  part:  “Let  no  nation  read 
the  events  in  Indochina  as  the  failure 
of  American  will  ....  When  the  war 
in  Indochina  is  removed  as  a  reason 
for  divisiveness  in  our  society,  we 
believe  the  United  States  will  be 
more  likely,  not  less  likely,  to  honor 
long  standing  ties  and  commit¬ 
ments.” 

•  On  May  22  the  Senate  Armed 
Services  Committee  reported 
S.1247,  which  authorizes  $2.2  bil¬ 
lion  for  construction  at  military 
installations  and  $1.6  billion  for 
family  housing  for  FY76  and  the 
transitional  quarter 
(7/1/76-9/30/76).  Included  in  the 
bill  is  $164.2  million  for  the  NATO 
area  (Germany,  UK,  etc.);  nearly 
$40  million  to  “maintain  security  of 
U.S.  nuclear  weapons  abroad”;  and 
$13.8  million  for  Diego  Garcia  if  the 
President  certifies  that  such  con¬ 
struction  is  essential  to  the  national 
interest.  House  action  is  to  follow. 

•  The  Senate  agreed,  41-40,  on  May 
19  to  allow  the  President  to  resume 
military  assistance  and  weapons  sales 
to  Turkey  if  a  resumption  of  assist¬ 
ance  would  benefit  n^otiations  for 
a  peaceful  settlement  on  Cyprus. 
(Congress  had  forced  the  President 
to  end  shipments  on  February  5.)  No 
House  action  is  scheduled. 

•  On  May  6  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Atomic  Energy  reported  S.598, 
which  authorizes  $1.9  billion  for 
development  and  stockpiling  of 
nuclear  warheads. 


INDIAN  LEGISLATION: 

LAND  PROMISE  UNKEPT 
AFTER  41  YEARS 

Omnibus  legislation  to  complete 
transfer  of  land  totaling  398,688 
acres  to  17  tribes  in  9  states  is  now 
before  Congress  for  the  third  time 
since  1934.  The  bills  are  sponsored 
by  Sen.  Abourezk,  S.D.,  and  Rep. 
Meeds,  Wash.,  with  15  co-sponsors 
(S.1327/H.R.5578).  Hearings  in 
April  were  the  first  for  some  tribes 
involved.  Individual  bills  have  al¬ 
ready  granted  title  to  five  tribes. 

In  the  dismal  economic  situation 
of  1934,  the  Federal  Emergency 
Relief  Administration  established  a 
“Submarginal  Lands  Retirement 
Program”  in  which  unproductive 
lands  were  purchased  from  small 
farmers  (relocating  them  to  more 
productive  'and)  and  some  parcels 
were  designated  for  transfer  to  cer¬ 
tain  tribes  to  stabilize  their  land 
base.  Congress  has  failed  to  put  these 
lands  into  trust,  leaving  use  of  the 
lands  in  Umbo  for  41  years!  Tribes  as 
well  as  non-Indians  are  reluctant  to 
invest  in  development  or  permanent 
use  of  the  lands  with  such  ambiguous 
status.  New  economic  and  job  op¬ 
portunities  would  be  offered  by 
clear  title  to  the  land. 

Pending  bills  provide  for  un¬ 
restricted  ri^ts  to  the  land  and  its 
resources  in  keeping  with  the 
original  designation  that  it  be  used 
“for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  Indian 
tribes.”  Full  Interior  Committee 
action  is  expected  in  July.  Members 
in  both  House  and  Senate  should  be 
urged  to  end  the  stalling  and  delay  in 
this  41  year-old  unkept  promise. 
Request  G-29  for  more  detaUs. 

Diana  Payne  and  Bryan  Michener. 


BUILDING  NEW  PRISONS: 

MORE  TOWERS  OF  BABEL? 

FCNL  opposes  $35  million  requested 
for  new  f^eral  prison  construction  in 
FY76.  Overcrowding  is  no  longer  a  serious 
problem  in  existing  prisons,  and  construc¬ 
tion  of  new  prisons  diverts  badly  needed 
funds  and  attention  from  programs  of 
alternatives.  For  more  details,  write  for  the 
FCNL  Statement  on  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Prisons  Construction  Budgets  for  FY76 
(G-26),  filed  with  a  House  Appropriations 
subcommittee  on  May  20,  1975.  Subcom¬ 
mittees  are  expected  to  vote  on  prison 
budgets  in  the  House  in  June  and  in  the 
Senate  in  July. 


IMPORTANT  1976  DATES: 

•  January  22-25,  FCNL  Annual 
Meeting,  National  4-H  Center,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C. 

•  May  21-23,  FCNL  Mid-Year, 
Mid-America  Conference,  Friends 
University  Campus,  Wichita,  Kansas. 


THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  includes 
Friends  appointed  by  22  Friends 
Yeariy  Meetings  and  by  10  other 
Friends  organizations  in  the  United 
States.  Expressions  of  views  in  the 
FCNL  Washington  Newsletter  are 
guided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy 
prepared  and  approved  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  leadings 
of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks  for 
itself  and  for  like-minded  Fnends.  No 
organization  can  spade  officially  for 
the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 

FCNL  Washington  Newsletter.  Con¬ 
tributors:  Edward  F.  Snyder,  Frances 
Neely,  Harold  B.  Confer,  Sam  Lever¬ 
ing,  Ed  Honnold,  Anne  Holzinger, 
Tim  Atwater,  Karl  F.  Bach.  245 
Second  St.,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20002.  Subscription  price  $10.00  per 
year.  Published  monthly  except 
August.  Tel:  (202)  547-4343. 
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FCNL  fall  conference 
September  19-21, 1975 

Reservation  forms  will  soon  be  in 
the  mail  to  all  FCNL  General  Com¬ 
mittee  members  and  to  FCNL  sup¬ 
porters  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  states 
for  the  fall  conference  at  the 
BrandyiNine  VNley  YMCA  Con¬ 
ference  Center,  Downingtown,  Pe. 
Planned  program  will  include 
speakers,  reports  from  staff,  and 
workshops  on  building  effective 
local  political  action. 
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